
 

 

Gowns Unrated / Cloth Gown Fluid resistant 
Gown (level 2) 

Level 3 
Disposable 

Level 4 
Disposable/Sterile 
Gore-tex 

     

Infectious 
particles 

Large and small droplets  Large, small droplets 
Including Ebola  

Fluid 
resistance 

Low Pressure 
(eg. Spray including vomit) 

Moderate  
(eg. splash)  

High  Impermeable 

Coverage May not have ties, or have 
a larger neck 

Longer sleeve, and more neck coverage 
 

Full 360 degree fluid 
resistance  

Suitable 
for: 

Additional Precautions or 
body fluid exposures (eg. 
Nebulizer, Droplet, Contact)  

Higher risk for body 
fluid exposures (eg. 
Vomiting during 
intubation) 

Chemotherapy, re-used 
for 7 days 
 
Extremely limited supply 

Sterile procedures, 
large fluid procedures 
(eg. Polytrauma) 
 
Limited supply for 
restricted areas 

Who Staff/Visitors in all areas ER, Critical Care, 
Code Carts  

Staff in Oncology and 
Pharmacy 

OR, Procedural areas, 
MDRD, and ED for 
Traumas, sterile 
procedures 

What gown 
is needed 
for an 
AGMP 

 Per WHO a level 1 w/ an apron is acceptable for intubation 

 HHS prefers Level 2/Fluid resistant gowns for COVID intubations  

Masks Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 N95 

     

Infectious 
particles 

Large and Small 
droplets 

Large and Small 
droplets 

Large and Small 
droplets 

Aerosols (droplet 
nuclei) 

Fluid 
resistance 

Low Moderate 
-preferred for larger 
facial fluid splashes (eg. 
Trauma care) 

High High 

Breathability High Moderate Low Lowest 

Who 

All Staff, physicians, 
learners and  
Patients/visitors** 
 

 All Staff, physicians and 
learners  

All Staff, physicians and 
learners 

  All Staff, physicians 
and learners 

Suitable for: Routine care of 
COVID NEGLIGIBLE 
patients only 

Routine care of COVID 
NEGLIGIBLE patients 
only 
Prioritize to ICU/ED due 
to higher potential of 
facial splash 

Chemotherapy 
preparation and 
administration  

REQUIRED for COVID 
suspect or positive 
patients. 
Required for any 
AGMP where COVID 
has not been ruled out. 

Note:  A face shield increases the fluid resistance, and reduces mask contamination  

 N95 worn during a COVID AGMP should be discarded post procedure, unless continuing to care 
for other COVID patients 
 

**Visitors may wear their own unvalved N95/K95 
 

Comprehensive Review Masks and Gowns at HHS 

How are COVID droplets transmitted? 

Transmission of COVID droplets is based on a spectrum of risk.  

Meticulous hand hygiene, cough etiquette, universal masking and physical distancing all reduce your risk.  

Coughs and sneezes 

generate “large infectious 

droplets”. These large 

droplets are water/mucous 

surrounding the virus.They 

will quickly fall to the ground 

after travelling about 1m due 

to their large size. 

Large droplets will evaporate 

creating small droplets. They 

can typically only travel <2m 

before falling to the ground 

due to their size. 

An AGMP* can generate 

infectious droplet nuclei in 

high concentration. These 

very small droplets are 

>5microns, and can travel 

further than 2 meters. An 

N95 respirator is able to filter 

these smaller particles.  

  

*Aerosol Generating Medical Procedure (AGMP) 
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